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naval policy which " had brought Englishmen to a strong and ever-
increasing conviction that the German fleet meant a threat to their
country for which absolute security and supremacy in sea-power was
a matter of life and death/* It was not German competition in trade,
inconvenient as this might be to the British, but German naval policy
pure and simple which had produced this profound disagreement.
Tirpitz was convinced that he knew the English a great deal better
than Metternich. He knew that trade jealousy was the cause of the
mischief, and was quite sure that England would become more civil
as the German fleet became stronger. He would make no advance
until England herself came forward with definite proposals, and then
only for " ample military reciprocity."
There followed a sharp passage of arms between Metternich and
Tirpitz, in which the former complained that he had been instructed
to tell the English that there was no intention to exceed the existing
programme, whereas he had learnt, since he came to Berlin, that a
supplementary programme for the year 1911 and 1912 was actually
in preparation. To this Tirpitz could only say that " it must have
been generally known, and therefore to the English also " (in spite of
assurances to the contrary) that the year 1911 would be a critical
one in which a new law was to be expected.
Moltke, the Chief of the General Staff, then had his say and expressed
the opinion that Germany had no chance of carrying a war with
England to a successful conclusion. He therefore thought it worth
while to try for an honourable understanding on the basis of slowing
down construction.
Then finally Billow returned to the point. The only one black
cloud at present was that which brooded over the North Sea, but
that was heavy with thunder. The word passed to the Admiral:l
ADMIRAL VON TIRPITZ : In my opinion the danger-zone in our relations with
England will be passed in from five to six years, say in 1915, after the widening
of the Kaiser Wilhelm Canal and the completion of the fortifications of Heligo-
land. Even in two years the danger will be considerably less.
THE CHANCELLOR (PRINCE BULOW) : That is all very fine, but the question
is still, how are we to get over the dangers of that period ?
1 " Fifty Years of Europe/* p. 336.
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